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Dear IGLD members, dear fellow Druids,
Along with the end of the druidic summer break, which all of you hopefully were able to
enjoy, on the other hand a recurring problem rises for me: A lack of information.
Nevertheless I will try to provide a couple of interesting fact from the affiliated National
Druid Orders.
I wish you a good restart with a new courage and with confidence.

Sweden
The summer break of the Swedish Lodges refers apparently only on the ritual meetings –
anyhow to a lot of them. Many events, mostly of social nature, take place just at this time.
And these events are predominantly attended by the members willingly and numerous. In
addition to tournaments and internal championships in golf and boules, there are joint
excursions locally or abroad, and even visits of military facilities. And additionally there are
charity events in order to support different local organizations.
An affair of the heart for the Swedish Druid Order is still the scholarship fund for the
research partnership against prostate cancer. Especially for this purpose the Order has
published a CD with popular Nordic folk tunes which can be bought by the brothers at a
prize of SKR 100 (€ 11,-). The proceeds will enhance the resources of the fund.
As mentioned before, Lodge Ad Astra in Malmö was the first Druid Lodge which has been
installed in Sweden. The foundation on 1904-06-14 was also the beginning of druidic life in
the Scandinavian countries. 110 years later this lodge is still a very vibrant community of
brothers. This is proved by the course of the celebrations of the 110 year`s anniversary. A
report about this festive event – supplemented with a couple of photographs showing
happy guests - can be read in the August edition of the Svensk Druid- Tidning (SDT).
In the editorial of the August issue the President of the Order, Brother Dag Wikman,
reminds, that autumn, according to experience, is the best time for recruiting new
members. For this purpose the brothers might take the May issue of the SDT at hand to
recapitulate the successful Hamstadmodell which is -compressed to 8 points- to be found
on page 6.

Norway
Edition Nr. 3 – 2014 – of the Norwegian Druid Magazine Barden contains lots of
information about the Grand Lodge Ísafold of Iceland and its four member lodges. Starting
with the description how the idea was born to bring Druidism to Iceland and a report about
the first steps, made in 1993, initiated by a group of brothers from Norwegian lodges and
the installation of the first local lodge Janus on 27th of September 1996 in Reykjavik, you
can find articles about official and private visits of Druids to the brothers living on a unique
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island in the stormy North Atlantic, which actually is making headlines because of the
spectacular eruptions of the volcano Bardarbunga. It can be seen again and again that the
visiting brothers, especially those who are visiting Iceland for the first time, are impressed
not only by the magnificent nature, as well as by the warmth and hospitality of the fellow
Druids in the local lodges in Reykjavik, Hveragerði and Reykjanesbær.
The Norwegian Druid Order has lost a quite popular member. Brother Knut Sjøvorr was
well known, although he did not live in Norway. The reports from his self-chosen native
England and the contacts with the English lodges made him to something like an
“ambassador in druidic matters”. Brother Knut passed away at the age of 95. He has been
a member of the Druid Order for 59 years and became member of the IGLD in March1974.

Denmark
The Danish Druid Order will host the next Meeting of the Scandinavian Grand Lodge of
Druidism - SGLD. Location of this event is the impressive Odd-Fellow-Palace in
Copenhagen, situated close to the Amalienborg Castle and well known as the
Schimmelmann Palais, built 1751 – 1755.
The brothers from Denmark, Sweden and Norway will meet for a joint SGLD conference
(Scandinavian Grand Lodge of Druidism) on 4th of October 2014 in order to be present when
a number of qualified brothers will be initiated into IGLD.

England
After quite difficult negotiations and decisions, the Constitutional Laws of the A.O.D. have
been rewritten and are now operational.
The annual conference, held since 2012, has brought some fresh ideas and gives hope for
progress.

California
The term of office of Brother Bill DeWitt has been accomplished at the 150th Grand Grove
Convocation from June 25th to 28th in Petaluma, Ca.
The name of the Noble Grand Arch for the period 2014 – 2015 is Peter Azevedo. He has
been member of the Harmony Grove #38 in Pentaluma for 47 years and he served as the
Recording Secretary of his Lodge for the last 18 years.
Here is a quote from his proclamation and at the same time an indicator of his
qualifications: “My son Craig has been a member for 29 years, and my sons Chris and
Brian have been a member for 26 years. This is a total of 128 years of Druidism in my
family alone. My wife Claudette`s family also has Druidic History with her Father,
Grandfather, Great Grandfather, and Great Uncle being members of the Novato Grove.
Her Grandmother and her 4 Aunts of the Hiribarren Family were members of the Sylvan
Circle. Being a Druid Member is truly a family honor and tradition.”
As password for his term he has determined the term VIRTUE.
“The definition of virtue is a positive trait or quality in individuals and organizations aspiring
to personal and community excellence. My goal is to have a virtuous term were we strive
to be a great example in our communities. My philosophy is for all Druidic Grove`s to be
community minded, support the Druidic Scholarship Program, and promote new
memberships in order to maintain and promote growth in the Druidic Order. My motto for
my term is to HAVE FUN EVERY DAY! - tomorrow is not promised. I encourage all of my
Druidic Brothers to attend official visits, meet new Brothers and have fun.”
And, dear Brother Peter, besides of fun we wish you success in your high office.
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The new Grand Chief Knight, 2014 – 2015, became Brother Ross Gadeberg. When he
defined the term for the content of his proclamation he used the word HELP. He states:
“Every person who has become Grand Chief Knight has tried to promote membership and
the benefits of joining a Chapter. Chapters do need help from the Druidic membership not
just chapter members but Groves and Circle members”.
Sister Leslie Lewis is elected Grand Arch Druidess, 2014 – 2015.
Quote from her proclamation: “My motto for this year will be RESPECT. As the human
race everyone should respect each other`s ideas and opinions, as new ideas promote
change and growth. We also need to respect the past, the people that have laid the
foundation of our Order and the Druidic Ideology. When the past and the present are given
consideration when making changes/decisions, constructive actions will happen for the
betterment of our Order.”

Germany

The festive ritual meeting on the 14th of June 2014, arranged by the Humboldt-Lodge of
Leipzig and performed in the Crypt of the Battle of Nations Monument became that what
could be expected: An exceptional event on an exceptional place!
The meeting was well attended and the great number of participants formed a worthy
backdrop for the impressive ceremony, perfectly performed by the leading members of the
local lodge. The impression of solemnity was enhanced by wonderful music of a single
harpist.
The participants were given the opportunity of a special guided tour through the
monument, including the basement, the construction of which is unique in the world.
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The biannual German/Swiss IGLD Meeting took place on the 2nd of August 2014 in Fürth.
More than 60 IGLD members of the two national Druid Orders were present in the Grand
Temple of the Freemasons, where 14 new members have been initiated into IGLD.
During this festive meeting four Brothers who have rendered outstanding services to
international interests of Druidism – among them President Frank Graffenberger – have
been honored by the award of the Chapter medal of the German Druid Order.
The same date made sense for one of the regular meetings of the leaderships of both
Druid Orders in which the common problems, plans and similarities were discussed. As
with almost all of the meetings, the recruitment of new members was a central topic, a
dilemma in all Orders which makes it necessary to find new and timely approaches to the
solution.
On 13th of September 2014 another Ladies Lodge, named “Rendsburgia”, has been
installed in Rendsburg. This event has aroused much attention from the Druids in
Germany, and visitors from several parts of the Republic attended an installation
ceremony of high quality, masterfully performed in cooperation between the Grand Lodge
Schleswig-Holstein and the President and further leading members of the German Order.
This is actually the third Druid Lodge, associated to the German Druid Order, with female
members only, and the second one in northern Germany, both installed during the last
eight months.
Rendsburg is an ancient garrison town with 27.500 inhabitants located at the Kiel Canal. .
The German Druid Order has invited the brothers of the 7th grade for a “Knight Degree`s
Meeting” on 15th November in Brunswick. A very good participation can be expected. Two
deserved brothers will be initiated in this degree.

Switzerland
Apparently the leading members of the Swiss Druid Order have not only felt the content of
the workshop with the German brothers as valuable, but the way of dealing with each
other as well. This feeling was insured by the expected new leader of the Swiss Druid
Order who was also impressed by the friendly atmosphere and hospitality that he and his
fellow Druids have received in Fürth.
Both Partners are convinced of the current way of cooperation. They agree on the
fundamental values of our Order and will continue on coordinating of similarities.
It looks like as the year 2015 could bring major changes for the organization of the Swiss
Druid Order. For next June a larger change of personal within the leading board will be
provided, which will go hand in hand with a generational change of the acting members.
A program called “LGL 2015” is in preparation in order to adapt the contents of the druidic
precepts to the modern situation without being afraid of daring to experiments and even to
relativize the image of the Order.
.
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On 2015-02-28 a new local lodge, called Salix-Alba-Lodge will be installed in Arbon,
Eastern Switzerland

Australia
Brother Graeme Foulds, IGLD Grand Vice President for Australia, has announced that the
Bunbury Druids Lodge Building is to be sold soon and the Bunbury Druids are currently
looking for an alternative meeting room for general lodge meetings and Grand Lodge
Officers meeting.
At the last Western Australia IGLD meeting in June the participants met in the Bunbury
Masonic Lodge room as a trial. The reaction of the IGLD members was positive and they
voted to continue meetings there.
The membership is stable but unfortunately they are actually not getting new members.
They are looking forward to the IGLD World Congress “Nelson 2016” and a couple of
Bunbury Druids have already shown interest in attending.

New Zealand

Brothers who have already been engaged in the preparation and in the organization of a
major event - like an IGLD World Congress - are familiar with this feeling: Everything
seems meticulously prepared, and basically the matter could start, - if it were not
constantly new ideas that would be added, which are likely to change the plan…
In the coming months the organizing committee of “Nelson 2016” will have to meet a wide
range of administrative preparations, as there are pricing for individual events, developing
an understandable registration form and a workable registration procedure for the
expected participants from all over the world. Next spring, ie one year before the big event,
all those problems will be solved – they have to!
The last NZ IGLD Meeting was held last June in Picton, and the next one is in Nelson on
25th October. It is not hard to guess what will be the main topic!
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I wish you a pleasant time until the next “international news” in January 2015
Fraternal regards in Unity, Peace and Concord

Grand Secretary

