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Dear IGLD members, dear fellow Druids,
Hasn`t it been a nice and early springtime in Europe this year? Let us hope that the Spring
Awakening will also arouse a kind of optimism within our worldwide fraternal community.
Unfortunately not all of the national Druid Orders have reason to be happy and satisfied,
regarding their current situation. But despite all the setbacks and disappointments we must
not let up in the efforts to spread our conviction concerning Druidism.
Therefore: Down to work!

Sweden
The current members of the Bureau of the Swedish Druid Order, elected in 2013, are
presented in the middle section of the February edition of the Swedish Druid Magazine by
photo Portrait and a resume in telegraphic style, including address and phone number.
This can be seen as a useful action, recommended for imitation by other national Druid
Orders.
It is very interesting to note that the Swedish Druids, as far as I know for the first time, can
read information from other national orders in concentrated form in the Svensk DruidTidning. For this purpose it did not require great research. In fact, these are slogan-like
excerpts from the IGLD-Newsletter. In this way the information will also be available to
those of the 4.964 Swedish brothers who do not get the Newsletter to read.
The oldest Druid Lodge in Sweden, Lodge Ad Astra in Malmö, will complete its 110th year
of life on the 11th of June 2014. The “birthday party” will be celebrated 3 days later, on the
14th of June. This lodge can be regarded as the primordial cell of all Druid Lodges in the
Scandinavian countries. The initiative for the establishment of a Druid lodge in Sweden,
however, was taken by German brothers from the local lodge “Holstentreue” in Kiel who
have been working on this project for a couple of years around the turn of the 20th century.
These efforts have paid off indeed and truly find expression in the following result: There
are currently 70 Druid Lodges in Sweden, 52 in Norway, 9 in Denmark, 4 in Iceland and 1
in Finland with together more than 9,000 brothers!
During the dark northern winter months there was an abundance of different kinds of social
events in the local Druid lodges in Sweden. And it seems – as far as shown in a lot of
reports in the Druid Magazine - that all the reasons to celebrate are very welcome!
But at the same time with the higher-lying sun the ideal druidic work seems to be
increasing again. Many of the local lodges succeeded in initiating new brothers. And the

aim of exceeding the number of 5,000 members should not be far off – perhaps even
before the big summer break (?)
It seems to be very difficult to arise more interest in Druidism in Finland. Unfortunately
the brothers did not succeed yet to install a second Druid Lodge in Helsinki. Thus Lodge
Kronos, installed on 10th of February, 2001, is still the only one in Finland and it is working
under the jurisdiction of the Swedish Druid Order. At the time being the lodge has 45
members and it is growing at a steady rate of 2 – 5 brothers per year.
The name of the current Noble Arch is Jaakko Palmujoki – jaakko.palmujoki@helsinki.fi -.

Norway
The Norwegian Druid Order can justly be proud of its building called “Druidenes Hus”
(House of the Druids) in Sandefjord, which now – after final completion and handover to
the users – can be regarded as a central point of druidic life in Norway. The active
personal commitment of the brothers did not only help to decrease the building costs, but
on the other hand the joint effort was able to encourage the community of brothers and to
arise something like a pride of ownership. This impression arises in any case if you have a
look at a couple of photos shown in No. 1-2014 of the Druid Magazine “Barden”.
The IGLD Newsletter I/2014 (January) finds mention in the issue No. 2 of the “Barden”.
Besides information about details concerning the IGLD World Congress “Nelson 2016”, in
the same article the brothers can find short information about Druidism in Sweden,
Denmark, Switzerland and Germany – almost to be seen as a byproduct of the last
Newsletter.
The beginning of a year seems to be the right time to honor brothers who have done
special services for the benefit of the national order. Fortunately there are apparently
enough to be found in the local lodges of Norway. It is astonishing and admirable, indeed,
to see what brothers are willing to do for their community of Druids. All of them must be
regarded as role models which all of us should actually try to follow.

Denmark
In a view of the current situation of the Danish Druid Order the office of its President
probably can arise only little thoughts of envy. But brother Ib Mathiesen is determined to
lead his Order out of the Valley of Tears.

Bro Ib Mathiesen, President of the F.G.D.O Denmark
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A hopeful beginning was the initiation of 5 new members of Lodge Sirius in Horsens on
22nd of March, 2014. This can be seen as an evidence of the effectiveness of an action
plan created as an immediate solution in order to improve the situation in Denmark.
“Five at one blow”, that was a welcome opportunity to make a festive gathering of it.

The initiation ceremony has been attended by 60 Brethren, among them leading members
of the Danish Druid Order, of the 2 Grand Lodges of Denmark and visiting brothers from
Germany. The social part of this event was another highlight when the participants and
their partner (130 persons) came together in the most popular hotel of the town for a
festive banquet.
The future of Druidism in Horsens, a port town of 55.000 inhabitants situated on the Baltic
Sea, is hopeful, indeed. There are two Druid Lodges in town: Lodge Sirius with 53
members - and thus the biggest lodge in Denmark - and Lodge Vitus with 30 members.
Unfortunately the Order is not as successful anywhere in the Kingdom of Denmark

Switzerland
In 2013 the 10 Swiss Druid Lodges managed to initiate sixteen new members. Compared
to the Scandinavian Druid Orders this number may not necessarily to be seem as very
impressive but in relation to the actual number of the Druids in Switzerland (190) is this a
rather good result (+8%).
At the beginning of 2014 the homepage of the Swiss Druid Order (SDO) – www.sdo.ch has been completely redesigned. It is now very clear and easy to handle.
Since several months ago in the town of Arbon, located in eastern Switzerland on the
shore of Lake Constance, a group of Druids meets periodically interested gentlemen in
order to form a new Lodge. The name will be Salix-Alba Lodge and the installation is
expected to take place at the beginning of 2015.

England
The A.O.D. has had a small influx of new Brothers in the first three months, and hopefully
the trend will continue. President Norman Clarke and the brothers in England are very
grateful for the help that the Swedish Brothers have given them and they would like to
thank with a visit in Sweden in the near future.
Imperial Grand Secretary Brother David Smisson has given up the post due to his work
commitments and Brother Barry Wood has taken over the contact for A.O.D. on
aod1781.uk@gmail.com .
The rewriting and updating of the Constitutional Laws have been finished and an
Executive Committee has been formed which will oversee the day to day running and the
finances of the Order.

California
The term of office of Noble Grand Arch Brother Bill DeWitt will soon be over. And as a
regular reader of the column “Along the California Druidic Trail…” you can find that he has
been a very diligent leader of the California Druids and a welcome guest in the local
lodges as well.
“My flagship objective this term has been new membership” is one of his statements given
in his article in issue No. 4/2014 of the California Druid Magazine. Just for this purpose a
program has been created called Jacket Derby. It is a competitive action in which the most
successful members can win different prices.
Here is an excerpt of the conditions: The first winner shall be the individual having
sponsored the greatest number of initiates. And further on: All members sponsoring at
least one initiate shall receive a 2010 Commemorative Coin that represents the 150th
Anniversary of the California Druid Order. As a detailed breakdown of the intermediate
results shows, the action promises to be successful.

In issue No. 3 brother DeWitt recalls some of the various messages given by the several
leaders of the Order. He writes, among other: Some of the messages frequently given by
our leaders have included staying involved in our various functions, recruiting new
members, retention of our membership and supporting our various activities. The
messages are meant to sustain the continuity and perpetuity of our Order. While our
groves are homogeneous to a large extend, being under the umbrella of our Druids of
California structure, each grove has its unique characteristics and different needs. To that
end we need to strive to reasonable support those unique needs of each unit. At the same
time order necessitates requiring actions of the units to maintain that order and not a trend
towards the chaos. One of our “Points of Emphasis” this term is that annual grove reports
be submitted timely, accurately and complete. This, in part, enables our Order to maintain
an orderly organization. Most groves meet requirements, some need a bit of help along the
way. But this is perfectly acceptable when those units request assistance from our
leadership. I have never witnessed such a fine assemblage of people as comprises our
Order. Together we can build to unprecedented heights, giving aid to our communities as
we currently do, while maintaining our heightened camaraderie.
Brother DeWitt can be proud that he Swedish brothers have bestowed the honor of
“Honorary Member of the Swedish Druid Order” upon him at the Somona Grove Official
Visit on January 8th, 2014.
The 150th Convocation of the Grand Grove of California will take place from June 25th
through June 28th, 2014 in the Sheraton Petaluma Hotel, Petaluma, Ca.
Our imaginary friend and brother Stone E. Henge was very surprised when his imaginary
friend Roger (and he is a smart one, that`s for sure) came running up to him, waving some
papers, asking him if he knew that he has been mentioned in the IGLD Newsletter of
September 2013. So he decided to click on the bookmarked address in order to review the
organization of the IGLD again and then to share the information with his fellow Druids in
California. And actually the brothers are well informed about the International Grand Lodge
of Druidism. They learned the names of the leading members and several important facts
about the organization, the administrative units and the “Affiliated Orders”. And they were
made aware that the XXVIII IGLD World Congress will be held in March, 2016 in Nelson,
NZ.
Last not least, hidden in another article I have found a note to the subject Labor diligently
to acquire knowledge… (Precept No. 1 of Merlin)
Did you know that the Houseflies hum in the key of F?

Germany

The General Meeting of the German Druid Order (DDO), called Ordenstag, from 29th to
30th of March, 2014 in Göttingen, was attended by 77 participants. Only a handful of the 60
local lodges have not been represented. And they have missed a lot, indeed! The meeting
was well prepared and confidently performed by the leading Brethren of the DDO.
President Frank Graffenberger stressed once more the importance of this event as a major
grass roots democratic institution of our Order. And this not alone because groundbreaking
directions, suggestions and resolutions for the druidic work can be given here, but also
because during the plenary meeting and in the breaks an important exchange of ideas
about our joint druidic work can take place which is as important as the maintenance of
fraternal contacts within the national order.

On this occasion a new motto has been created: Druids – strong due to our vision!
Now it just needs to convince enough people to take this exclamation note.
Thus the Ordenstag has very decisive tasks:
• Conservation of the tried and true,
• preservation of the traditional foundations and
• courage to initiate necessary changes, without succumbing to any time tint.
In everything we do we have to keep in mind the responsibility towards our predecessors,
for our current community and for the future generation as well.

General Meeting „Ordenstag 2014“
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The presumption mentioned in the last Newsletter that the biker meeting „Druids on Tour“,
could be made an annual event, was correct. The 2014 tour is determined from the 20th to
22nd of June and will take place in the same delightful area of the federal state of
Thuringia.
The Humboldt-Loge of Leipzig has invited to join a ritual meeting on a very special place.
The brothers have arranged a festive “open” meeting in the crypt of the Battle of Nations
Monument on Saturday, 14th of June, 2014. As it stands, the lodge can expect a lot of
guests from other German Grand Lodges.
This monument is a landmark of the city of Leipzig. It has been erected in 1913 as a
memory of the Battle of Leipzig which was fought in 1813 by the coalition armies of

Russia, Prussia, Austria and Sweden against the French army of Napoleon I, Emperor of
the French. This cruel battle in which Napoleon was compelled to return to France
involved more than 600,000 soldiers and was the largest one in Europe prior World War I.
The second Druid Lodge in Germany, Columbus-Lodge, Berlin, was established on 11th of
June, 1876. Its 140 years anniversary will be celebrated at the first weekend of October,
2014. An appropriate place for this event is the monumental building of the Freemasons in
the Capital of Germany.
There is only one lodge in Germany which is older than the Columbus-Lodge, and that is
its “mother”, the Dodona-Loge in Berlin, founded in 1872.
The next bilateral German/Swiss IGLD Meeting will be on 2nd August 2014 in Fürth, close
to the city of Nuremberg. On this occasion qualified brothers from both of the national
orders have the opportunity to be initiated in the IGLD.

Australia
“Time to say Good Bye” in down under???
The desolate situation of Druidism in Australia has been known for a long time. And the
fact that there has been absolutely no sign of life for more than one year, intensifies this
impression dramatically.
In fact, only three lodges which can be described as working ones seem to be left over.
These are the two lodges in Bunbury, Western Australia, and one in Adelaide, South
Australia.. May be there are some other places where (former) members meet from time to
time, but this must mainly be seen as social gatherings without any obligation or even
practicing a ritual.
And currently there is no light at the end of the tunnel.

New Zealand
Dear members, now we have passed the half-time between “Copenhagen 2012” and
“Nelson 2016” and you have already got a couple of information.
Preparations for the World Congress 2016 have currently reached a
level in which the precision work behind the scenes must be carried
out in order to fill the program points with life.
This is a taste what to expect in “Nelson 2016”: A voyage of discovery
in the picturesque Pelorus Sound. Learn about New Zealand`s unique
Greenshell Mussel Industry, and sample the finished products, along
with some great local wines. All will be ready for you in 2016 and we
are counting the days. The success of the Congress is entirely in your hands!

Greenshell Mussel Industry in the Pelorus Sound, NZ

In March New Zealand`s IGLD Vice President, Sister June Stewart was installed as Grand
President of Druids of NZ, Northern Jurisdiction.
Grand President Brother Bob Stewart attended the South Islands Druids annual general
meeting in May 2014. IGLD NZ is meeting on 31st May in Picton.

The Oroua Lodge in Palmerston North celebrated its 130 years anniversary in December
2013

Fellow Druids who attended Oroua Lodge`s anniversary

I wish all of you a pleasant time until the next “international news” in September.
Fraternal regards in Unity, Peace and Concord

Grand Secretary

