Impressions from the XXVIII IGLD World Congress
Dear IGLD members, dear Brothers and Sisters,
In the last Newsletter I announced that I would like to accomplish the series at the end of
my term of office as Grand Secretary by writing a final edition; showing my impressions
and the major outcome of the XXVIII IGLD World Congress in Nelson/New Zealand.
Meanwhile even those of the participants who have used some time after the congress for
a trip through this wonderful country should be back home and back in reality.
When the application of New Zealand to host the 2016 World Congress was adopted by
the Copenhagen Congress in 2012, the reactions varied between eager expectation and
appreciable skepticism. Never before, since the IGLD was founded in 1908, was the venue
of a Congress further away from Europe. And now New Zealand – situated at the other
side of the globe – even “under Down Under”!
To take the result first: It worked even excellent!
Nobody could expect a new record of participation. This was prevented alone by long
travel and higher expenses as usually for Congresses have to be planned. Therefore the
number of 87 participants must not be considered as a major disappointment, although at
least a three digit number could be expected. One thing is certain: Nobody who was
present could have regretted his decision to participate. He took part in a unique event,
because according to the current point of view, it seems to be unlikely that ever again the
IGLD World Congress will be held in the Southern Hemisphere.
“Sunny Nelson”, this is the appropriate designation of the city with a population of 50,000
on the northern edge of the South Island of New Zealand. There is no place in the whole
country with more than 2,400 hours of sunshine a year. Thanks to a chain of friendly
mountains the clouds approaching from the Tasman Sea lose their moisture before they
reach -or therefore not reach- Nelson. Mostly blue sky, golden beaches and a lush
vegetation are the characteristics of the region between the Marlborough Sounds and the
Abel Tasman National Park.
The participants of the Congress were able to benefit from this reputation: Continuous
sunshine and pleasant temperatures.
The Rutherford Hotel, situated in the center of Nelson and provided as Congress Hotel,
met all conditions of a successful conduct of proceedings. The pleasant atmosphere was
enhanced by a very friendly staff.
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The first meeting of the visiting participants took already place on Sunday, 6th March, the
eve of the official Congress beginning. The “MEET AND GREET” in a relaxed mood
suggested a good course of the whole event.
In a solemn ritual Opening Session on Monday, 7th March, three brothers from Denmark,
Germany and Sweden have been initiated into IGLD. During the time of this session the
accompanying partners were invited to visit an interesting outdoor museum.

The group of visitors in front of the Maori building
Photo: Bro Dieter Hennecke

The visit of Marea, a nearby center of Maori culture, was a first highlight for all participants
who were impressed by the almost religious solemnity of the ritual part of the visit. That
changed in the following HANGI, a traditional feast. The ingredients of the sumptuous
meal are cooked in an earth oven. Great enthusiasm has been conveyed by a dance and
singing group that mediated a pure South Sea Feeling. But nobody was seriously
frightened by the fearsome HAKKA, a battle behavior of the Maoris.

South Sea Feeling in Marea
Photo: Bro Dieter Hennecke
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In the all-day working session for IGLD Officers and Delegates from the 8 Affiliated Druid
Orders on Tuesday, 8th March, 39 voting members and several visiting brothers were
present. The meeting took place in a relaxed manner, because a couple of discrepancies,
that definitely previously have existed, could be eliminated in advance, just as it should be
among brothers. The nominations for the officers of the upcoming period were made by
consensus, as well.
It has been decided to renew the IGLD from scratch and to adapt it to the current
circumstances. The new leading board, to be elected of Thursday, will receive the order to
fulfill this task together with a working group of 5 experienced brothers from 5 different
countries. This group will especially work – independent from the structure of IGLD - on a
new Constitution which shall be simply to apply.
The flow of this important day did not give rise to negative feelings. So the evening
meeting with classical music of a well-known local string quartet and imaginative
performances, presented by groups of visitors from different countries, became a cheerful
affair.
The accompanying spouses had a nice and interesting day, as well. They saw how apples
are treated in New Zealand, went for a walk to a spring, which is significant for the Maoris
and visited a glass factory.

Boat trip to the Greenshell Mussels
Photo: Bro Dieter Hennecke

The social part of an IGLD Congress is regularly dominated by a full-day excursion. And
often this is the event which remains for the longest of all in the memory of the
participants. As such event can the common boat trip on Wednesday, 9th March, in the
Marlborough Sounds with a comfortable catamaran be regarded. Greenshell Mussels and
white wine from the Marlborough County taste particularly well in a dream weather as it
was to be found on this day.
During the restful and relaxing cruise, there were many opportunities for fraternal (and
sisterly) conversation. Language barriers were not to be seen!
By Thursday, 10th March, already the last day of the Congress had come. Before the
Closing Ceremony could be started, the delegates were the last time called for duty. They
had to elect the new IGLD Officers for the tenure 2016 – 2020.
Battle votes could not be expected, because even in the nominations for the various
offices multiple candidatures were excluded.
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The leadership of our international community of Druids during the next period lies in
Scandinavian hands. This corresponds with the high demands on a “new IGLD” which the
northern Druid Orders are striving for.
The management of the IGLD looks as follows:
Grand President
Grand Secretary
Grand Treasurer
Past Grand President

Bro Kay Hagby
Bro Geir-Kåre Jordheim
Bro Per-Arne Mejgren
Bro Bob Stewart

Norway
Norway
Sweden
New Zealand

Ceremonial officers:
Grand Director of
Ceremonies
Grand Herald
Grand Guardian

Bro Barry Wood
Bro Flemming Pedersen
Sis Pam Foulds

England
Denmark
Australia

8 Grand Vice Presidents, appointed by their National Druid Orders, will complete the
Executive Council of the IGLD.

The members of the Executive Council 2016 - 2020
Photo: Bro Bertil Svensson

The last evening of the Congress became solemnly but not seriously and not marked by
the pain of parting. All of the participants showed themselves in high spirits. This was a
logical result regarding the attractive buffet and the remarkable dance band which hit
exactly the taste of the public.
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The final event also provides the appropriate opportunity to give thanks to all who have
contributed to the success of this Congress.
At the head of this group of people the Organizing Committee of New Zealand has to be
mentioned: It is the couple Bob and June Stewart ! Maybe there were some helpers in
detail, but the main work in the preparation and in the implementation of the Congress has
been mastered by Bob and June alone. For this they deserve our thanks and appreciation.
This was also reflected by a long applause from the audience.

Grand President Bro Kay Hagby and Bro Frank Graffenberger
from Germany convey the thanks on behalf of all participants
Photo: Bro Dieter Hennecke

If one were to draw a conclusion of the Nelson Congress, terms such as friendship,
brotherhood, good experiences and good memories would more often occur as serious
druidic work, effectiveness or performance of duty. And that`s good! This Congress will
remain in good memory.
Well done, Druids from “UNDER DOWN UNDER”!
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